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(from the American Cancer Society)

aLetter to the Editor

Stucies show thatpeople read th letters 10 the editor
section more than they read the editrials by journaits.
Moreover, eters {0 the ector are widly read by commnty leaders and
Iawmakers to gauge publc sentimen about currnt ssues inthe news. Thats why
it critcaltha cancer-reated aricles, ectorials and lttes t the editor be
published n newspapers, magazines, newsletrs and e-zines or ofher electroric
publications on  reguiar bais.

Be Clear, Brief and Concise:
(Check the papers guideline for writing letters, which should be cleary stted on
he editorial page of your Newspaper. Be sure 0 include your name, address and
telephone number on your leter, a5 anonymous letters will ot be accepted.
Address your letter "Dear EGitor Letters should never exceed one page—
preferably les than 125 words—nor should they cover more than one topic. State
he purpose in the firstparagraph.

Focus on Current Issues
‘Wrte your letters on debates ssues or legistaion happering right now. Respond
‘only to recendy printed stories or ediorials. Write in support or against pending
legisiation at the local,state or federal level. By discussing current ssues, your

letters s1and 2 better chance of getting printed.

Dont Be Discouraged if Your Letter Is Not Published
Most publications receive more letters than they can print and wil often print one.
letter 5.2 representative of others. S0 keep trying! Unpubished letters are il
read by the eitors and can help sway them 1o cover topics more thoroughiy.
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